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the cars, opens the doors, and has all the control
of the individual operator. Into these elevators
whisk trains of power trucks and trailers, the loads
are uncoupled, and the drivers go off for more. The
human hand is used only to direct; machines do the
work.
A great awakening has come throughout the whole
material-handling industry and, spurred on by the
increasing cost and scarcity of labour, an association
of manufacturers of such machinery is conducting
an exchange for ideas and they are making remark-
able progress in what was once the most backward
section of our industrial effort.
In facilitating the movement of people is another
field of great opportunity. It is impossible to
reckon the cost of the time lost in traversing great,
useless architectural stretches of railway stations,
waiting around for crowded elevators, and ascending
or descending unnecessary stairways. Little or no
thought seems to have been given to the waste of
human time and energy in the design of many of our
railroad and subway terminals, and even where eleva-
tors or moving stairways are provided, a flight of steps
or two is usually added to prevent the, human muscles
from getting soft. And I have never seen the mov-